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2S$PLCELLLOLOS 
LETTER 


From 


Miniſters of the Goſpel within the 


Province of Loxvo x, whoſe 
Names are Subſcribed : 


Delivered ro His Excellency by fottie of the Sub- 
ſcribers, Fannary 18. 164g. 


With deſire to have it communicated to the Generall Coun- 
cell of the ARm yy. 


May it pede your Excellency , with thoſe of your 


Connce 


ereas of late divers Applications have been 
made, as well in writing as by verball Meſ- 
ſages, inviting the Miniſters of Lowdony or 
ſome of them, to meet with the Orhcers 
5) of the Army, in their conſultations about, 
T4 matters of Religion ; We, Miniſters of the 
MGPFCY/aR Goſpel within the Province of London, (* ) Mr- 
hold it our Dutie, as then to refuſe any ſuch meeting as was cmd | 
propoſed ; ſo now to give your Lordſhip and your Councell ay, Whis 
the Reaſons of that Refuſall, leaſt by our ſilence we ſhould takers. 
ſeem to be wanting in that ingenuity and Candor which be- Mr. Sedg- 
comes all , but eſpecially the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. And —_— 
underſtanding that ſome of our Brethren, at one Conference S r 
before your Lordſhip and ſome of your Councell ,. (' ) and at ar.calaty 
another with fome of your chicf Officers, (6 ) have already Mr. «Aſt, 
A 2 manifeſted &'%- 


nn wn 


Om OI 


2) 

manifeſted their diſlike, bob of your late Actions towards 
many of the-Worthy Members of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, and what likewiſe you have publiſhed in your late 
Remonſtrance and Declaration, as your intention for ſctling 
the Aﬀairs of the Kingdom , ( as we were informed by ſome of 
them , and willed thus to ſignifie, ) We thought fit hereby ro 
manifeſt our Concurrence with thoſe our Reverend Brethren ; 
Humbly defiring, That while we uſe that Plainneſſe and 
Freedom which becometh the Abaſſadors of Chriſt, this our 
performance may not be miſinterpreted , either as a tranſgreſ(- 
ſing the Law of Chriſtian meeknefle , or an exceeding the 
Bounds of Miniſteriall liberty ; We being commanded to cry 
aloud, and to lift up our voices as Trumpets, to ſhew the Pco- 
ple their Tranſgreſsions,and the houſe of facob their ſins. 

Had a Conference been defired with us onely to have given 
you reſolution , whether the wayes wherein at the preſent you 
are walking , are agreeable to the Word of God, ( which Caſe 
indeed had been ſutable for private perſons to have propound- 
cd, and for Miniſters of the Goſpel to have reſolved ) We 
ſhould moſt willingly and freely have delivered our Judge- 
ments (as our forementioned Brethren have done.) concern- 
ing theſe your practiſes ; and have given you this our Advice, 
grounded upon Scripture ; Namely , That in ſtead of proceed- 
ing farther in ſuch unwarrantable courſes, you ſhould have 
teſtified your timely and godly ſorrow for what ( ſo clearly 
againſt the dire& Rule of the Word ) you have already aQted. 

And if onely for the clearing of this Caſe, a Conference had 
been deſired , It was from the firſt profeſſed that we ſhould be 
ready and willing to meet , where and with whomſoever, to 
aſſert and maintain our Judgement therein. Burt as if the juſt- 
nefle of your way were already granted by us ; We were onely 
mvited to contribute our aſsiſtance in proſecution of what you 


' * had undertaken , which we conceive to be out of your Sphere ; 


And for us to have joyned in any conſultation of this nature, 
would have made us acceſſary unto them ; guilty of the evill 
which is in them, and even partakers of other mens ſinnex, 


1 Tim.g,z2 Contrary to the Apoſtles rule , who bids us abſtain even from 
zTheſ.g.z2 4ll appearan ve of evill, and bave no fellowſhip with the 


wnfruit- 


_ 


(3) 
anfruirfall works of darkyeſſe , 8 reprove them rather, Ephel..u1: 


- It is already ſufficiently known {beſides all former miſcarriages) 
what Attempts of late have been put in practice againſt lawfull 
Authority : Eſpecially by your late Ragzonſtrance , and Declara- 
tion publiſhed in oppolition to the proceedings of Parliament ; As 
alſo by ſeizing and impriſoning the Kings perſon, without the 
knowledge and conſent of Parliament, and by that Jare unparal- 
led violence offered ro the Members of it, forcibly hindering above 
one hundred of them ( if we miſtake nor the number ) from ſit- 
ting in Parliament, Impriſoning many of their Perſons ; rhough 


- many of them are known to us to be men of eminent Worth and 


Intergrity , and who have given moſt ample Teſtimony of their 
reall Afeions to the good of the Kingdom ; and beſides all this, 
there is an intent of Framing and contriving a new module , aſ- 


- well of the Laws and Government of the Kingdom, as of the 
Conſtitution of a new kinde of Repreſentative ( as you call it ) 


in ſtead of this and all future Parliaments ; and this to be Sub- 
ſcribed throughout the Kingdom, under the notion of an Agree- 
ment of the People ; 25 is Declared in your late Remonſtrance, of 
November , 16.1648. page 67. All which praftices we cannor 
but judge, to be manifeſtly oppoſite to the lawfull Authority of 


* thoſe Magiſtrates, which God hath ſet over us, and to the Duty 


and Obedience which by the Lawes of God and Man , and by our 
manifold Oarthes and Covenants, we ſtand obliged to render to 


* them. And therefore we judge it our Duty, rather to teſtific our 
_ Utter diſlike, and deteſtation , then to give any ( though but im- 


plicite and interpretative ) approbation of them. 


We remember the advice of Solomon, Fear thon the Lord, and Prov.24.1; 


the King, and meddle not with them that are given to change ; 


" And thatof Pax/, Withdraw from every Brother that walketh ?} 
. * diſorderly, and not according to the Traditions Which you have 7 
received of s : Of which this is one, Put them in minde to be 


ſubjeft to Principalities and PoWers, and to obey Magiſtrates ; 


And, Let every ſoul be ſubjeft to the higher Powers, for there Rom. 13-13 


is no power but of God, the Powers that be, are Ordaived of 


© God: whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Or- 
_ dinance of God , and they that reſiſt , ſhall receive to themſelves 


damnation. Thefear of God therefore (whoſe Ordinance is 
ND A 3 uiolatcd,, 
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violated, when __—_— Cee) makes tis 8fraid of eds | 


ling with thoſe who withour any colour of Authority, 
meerly upon the preſumption of Strength , ſhall attempr ſack 
Changes as theſc are. Af@We cannot but be _ 
gricf and aſtoniihment , to'fee that an Army, raiſed by Authority 
of Parliament, for the preſervation of the Priviledges thercof,and 
of our Religion, Laws and Liberties, ſhould contrary to they 
Truſt, and many Ingagements, do that which tends to the mani- 
feſt ſubverſion of them all. 

We have not forgotten thoſe declared Grounds and Principles, 


upon which che Parhament firſt rook up Arms, and upon which - 


We were induced to joyn with them ; (from which We have not 
hitherto declined, and We truſt through Gods grace never ſhall. 
We remember, That when the King, with a multitude of Armed 


men, demanded but a ſmall number (in comparifon of thoſe now * 


ſecluded by you) of the Members of Parliament : It was 


ſuch an horrid violation of their Priviledges, and an at fo inju- : 


rious, and deſtruRve to the good of the _ as had not 
(then) any precedent or parallet ; And of what nature it was 
judged to be, by a Parliament then free and full, may appear by 
the Order of the Houſe of Commons of January 3. 1641. When, 


hearing but of a purpoſe in the King to ſeize upon ſome of theirs * 


Members, they Declared, © If any Perſon whatſoever, ſhall offer 


* to Arreſt, or Detain, the Perſon-of any Member of chis Houfe, ' | | 


* without firſt acquainting this Houſe therewith, and receivi 
* further Order from this Houſe, That it is lawfull for fuch Mem- 
< ber, or any Perſon to aſſiſt him, and to.ſtand npon his or their 


© Guard of Defence, and to make reſiſtance, aceording- to the * 


* Proteſtation taken to Defend the Priviledges of Parliament ; and" 
* by the Declaration of Fanrary 17. 1641. That the: Arreſting 


* of any Member of Parliament, by any Warrant whatſoever, * 
© without a Legall proceeding againſt them, and' without conſent © . 


« of that Houſe, whereof fuch Perſon is a Member, is againſt 


« the Liberty of the Subje&, and a breach of Priviledge of Parlia- * 
© ment ; And the Perſon which ſhall Arreſt any of theſe Perfons, + 
© or any other Member of the Parliament, is Declared a publick  * 


* Enemy of the Common-wealth. | 
And this violation of their Priviledges, was that whuctr did'oc= 


affited with - 


þ 


| 


-Y 
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a4 ow and was ws LLA one Reaſon of rai 
an > But (hat an Army thys raiſed by their Authority, 
for their Preſervation, ſhould now ſo far exceed that AR which 
'l was theneſtcemed 1ithout parallel, could hardly have been ima- 

* . gined by us, had not our eyes been Witneſles of it. 

. . And ough both Houſes of Parliament (who are joyntly 
* together with the King, -intruſted with the Supream Authority of 
the Kingdom)fſary cauſe to take up Armes for their own Defence, 

ainſt the attempts made upon them by the King and his evil 
on z and for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Reli- 
' gioneſtabliſhed (which was then indangered by the growth of ſe- 
verall Errours and Innovations;) and for the ſecuriug of the Fun- 
damentall Laws and Conſtitutions of the Kingdom , which they 
"apprehended then to be undermined by ſeverall illegall incroach- 
ments : Yet this cannot be pleaded as any juſtification or precedent 
for you (who, in reference to the Power of Magiſtracy, are bur 
private perſons) to uſurp an Authority over King and Parliament, 
and to intermeddle with affairs which belong not to you. For the 
Laws of God, Nature, and Nations, together with the Di&ates 
of Reaſon, and the common conſent of all Cafuiſts allow that to 
thoſe which are intruſted with managing the Supream Aathority 
of a State os Kimgdom, which they do not allow to a multitude of 
private perſons, though they have ſtrength in their hands to 

Its 

And morcever, alchough the Parliament thus took up Arms for 
the defence of their Pexſons aud Priviledges, and the Preſervation 
of Religion, Laws, and Liberties ; Yer was it not their intention 
thereby ta do violence to the Perſon of the King, or deveſt him of 
his Regall Authority, and what of right belongeth to him, (as 
appears by thor many Declarations in that behalf: ) Much leſſe was 
it their purpoſe to ſubvert and overthrow the whole frame aud 
fundamentall conſtitution of the Goverumenr of the Kingdbm,or 
to_ Fg power and authority to any perſons whatſoever fo 
to do. 


And therefore we apprehend our ſelves obliged thus to appear 
for the maintenance of our Religion, Laws and Liberties, together 
with the Conſtitution, Poxwer and — of Parliament, and 
the ſetled Government of the Kingdom ; both, on the one hand,, 


LIMI 


SY f 


; # ti "AY | 
againſt all Maſignant Counſells and Deſignes for the introduftion' , 
of an Arbitrary and Tyrannical power'in the King ; and, on: che, _ 
other hand, — all irregular licentious doe oh of privare* 4 
Perſons, ten 


ing to the ſubverſion of them, and to the intro» |. 
duQtion of Anarchy, Confuſion, Prophaneſle, and Irreligion. 
And we are the more ſtrongly engaged thus to adhere =_y to | 
theſe our former juſt Principles, by reaſon of the ſeverall Oaths 
and Covenants generally taken throughout the'Kingdom,as by the Þ}. 
Proteſtation of May 5.1641. wherein we do in the preſence of 
* Almighty God promiſe, vow and proteſt, according to the duty . 
* of our Allegiance to maintain and defend with our lives, power 
* 2nd eſtates, His Majeſties Royall Perſon, Honour and Eitate;and 
* che Power and Priviledges of Parliament. As alſo by the Yowand _ | .. 
* Covenant, whercin the Lords and Commons have declared, that 
© there had been a treacherous and horrid deſign to ſurprize the 
«© Ciries of London and Weſtminſter with the Suburbs , and: by 
* Arms to force- the Parliament : And finding by conſtanr expe-- 
© rience, that many wayes of force and treachery are conti- 
« qwally attempred, &c. Required, That all that are true-hearted - 
« and lovers of their Country ſhould binde themſelves each to _ 
&« 9ther in that ſacred Vow and Covenant, wherein we declare our 
© abhorring and deteſting the ſaid wicked and treacherous deſigne, 
&* 2nd that we would according to our-power and vocation op- 
&« poſe and reſiſt the ſame, and all other of the like nature. And- 
© likewiſe by the Solemmn League and (, ovenant for the Reforma- | 
tion and defence of Religion , the Honour and Happineſſe of the 
King, the Peace ants afety of the Kingdomes , 5c. **Wherein 
« wwe have Covenanted , That we will {incerely , really and. con- 
© ſtantly in our ſeverall Vocations, endeavour-to preſerve the 
© Rights and Priviledges of the Parliaments, and Preſerve and 
« Defend the Kings Majeſties Perſon and Authority , in the pre- 
& ſeryation and defence of the true Religion , and Liberties of the 
* Kingdoms ; that the World may bear witneſſe with our-Con- | - 
« ſciences of our Loyalty , aud that we have no thought or in- 
© rentions to diniiniſh His Majeſties juſt power and greatneſle. ” 
In a!! which obligations , though the matter of them may he | 
in part, of Civil concernment, yet the bond and tye of an Oath and 
Covenant is Religiqus, ſacred, and inviolable. Which though ſome 
» 


LIMI 
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who will Ro require it at our hands. 
We know wi 


King of Babylon, though extorted from him, and prejudicial 
him. Shall be proſper ( 


Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, As I live, ſurely mine Oath 
that he hath deſpiſed, and my Covenant that he hath broken,even 
ge will I recompenſe npon his oWn bead. We dare not therefore 
. Awhen we have lift up our hands to the moſt High God) by the 
violation of a more righteous Oath, provoke the wrath of the 
-- | © LORD againſt us, whois the ſearcher of all hearts, and to whom 
. we mult give an Accomp at the Great Day. 
| Inſtead therefore of joyning in Conſultation with you ; We do 
) intreat you mn the name of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus | 
r Chriſt , whoſe Ambafſadors we are , That you would commune 
+ | « with your own hearts , Conſider the evil of your preſent wayes, 
- and turn from them ; Remember from whence you are fallen, and 
d- | - repent anddo your firſt works. You were once honourable and 
j- | . precious in the eyes of us and others of Gods ſervants, while you 
Lon in Gods way, and within your own ſpheare ; you had our 
na | * hearts, our help, and owr Prayers for ſucceſſe therein : Bur alas ! 
1- you have eclipſed your-own glory , and brought a Cloud over all 
ic your excellencies. You arenow walking in by-paths of your own, 
d » wherein we dare not ſay, The bleſring of the Lord, be upon you, es 
= We bleſſe you in the name of the Lord, nor bid you God ſpeed, leſt , | 17 ,oqey 
\c we be partakers of your evil deeds. Tnftead of —_ the 
1» |} © Fruth'and purity of Religion and the Worſhip of God ; we fear 
n= you are opening a door to deſperate and damnable Errors and He- 
refies againſt the Truth of God,and to many licentious and wicked 
he apradtiſes againſt rhe worſhip and ways of God. Hor is Religion 
id made to ſtmk by reaſon of your miſ-carriages, and like to become a 
ne "| comm anda reproach in all the Chriſtian world? How are the faces | 
ay | of Gods fairhfull ſervants c>++-2 with ſhame , and their hearts b 5; 
4 F fitted wich ſorrow and grief%.-++4t9z thereof? Hoy is the Golden | 


(8) | 
Cord of Government broken in ſunder?theHonour and Authority 
of Magiſtracy laid in the duſt > How hath the Parliament, whic 
ſuſtained the force and oppoſition of profeſled Enemies for many 
years, been made contemptible and torn in pieces by profeſſed 
friends in one day ? 

You cannot but knoiw how fully and frequently Gods Word 
commandeth and inforceth obedience & ſubmiſsion to Magiſtrates, 
forbidding alſo and condemning, (and that under pain of damnati- 
on,) ſuch praQtiſes as theſe of yours are. As likewiſe what ſevere 
threatnings and exemplary judgements from God have been de- 
nounced againſt, and inflicted on the Contemners and Oppoſers of 
this his Ordinance. You know what a Brand the Apoſtle Iude 

Jude v,8.1r ſets upon thoſe that deſpiſe dominion and ſpeak evil of Dignities. 
Wo unto them (faith he) for they have gone in the way of Cain, 
and run greedily after the errour of Balaam for a reward, and 
periſhed in the gain-ſaying of Corah. 

You know the ſad examples of Corab, Dathan, and Abiram 
in their mutinous Rebellion, & Levelling deſign againſt Magiſtracy 
and Miniſtry, in the Perſons of ſoſes and Aaron, Toi take too 
much upon you (ſaid they to Moſes and eAaron) Seeing all the 


Or Saints. above the Cougregation of the Lord ? Which Moſes fears not to 
call A gathering together againſt the Lord, and warnes the peo- 


-——_ "33 men, and touch nothing of theirs, leaſt ye be conſumed in all their 


them up, with all that appertained to them : And yet there were 


Verſe 2, l 
gation, men of RenoWn. 


vines both at home and abroad, with whoſe judgements we do 
fully concur ; diſclaiming, deteſting and abhorring the wicked ane 
concerning the oppoſing of ſawfull yy by private Perſons, 
and the murthering of Kings by any, t 

cious and colourable pretences. Which Jeſuiticall Principles and 


un influcnce upon thele late tranſacbons: 


ION CO are holy. Wherefore then lift you up your ſelves , 


Num. 16.3 pje to avoid their company, Depare from the tents of theſe wicked 
ſons ; After which the earth opened her mouth, and ſwallowed - 


in that Rebellion a conſiderable number of eminent men, :Wo hun- * 
dred and fifty Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in the (ongre= - 


And conſonant to the tenour of the Scriptures herein, hath al- ' 
way been the conſtant judgement and doAtrine of Proteſtant Di- - 


bloody Tenents and Practiſes of Jeſuits, (the worſt of Papiſts, ) - 
ough under the moſt ſpe- - 


Counſels we fear , * have too great a concurrence with , if not - 
c 


Now { 


— 


Sls 4 _- 
Now we defire you ſeriouſly, and as in the ſight of God, to ems- 
Mine your own hearts and ways, and to deal with your ſelves as 
ſometimes Nathan did with David. Pur caſe ſome other party of 
men in the Kingdom, whoſe 'principles had'not been concurrent 
.with yours, ſhould have attempted as of ſuch a nature,as thoſe 
that you have performed ; as ſeifing the Kings Perſon, and remo- 
ving him from place to place without and againſt his and the Par- 
 liaments conſent : would it not have been judged by you an into- 
lerable contempt both of his and their authority ? Pur caſe they 
and their confederates had attempted the removall of the Parlia- 
ments Guards, ſecured or inhibited a great number of their Mem- 
bers, contrived and promoted new Modules of their own, de- 
ſtruQtve to the being both of this and all other Parliaments, with 
other as of the like nature ; we appeal to your own conſciences, 
what clamours and accuſations againſt them would from your 
ſelves have proceeded. Andif in other Perſons you would con- 
demn the Fa, the Lord grant you hearts to ſee Who are the mer. 
Was it once a crime of the higſteſt nature, to endeavour the ſub- 
verſion of the fundamentall Laws of the Kingdom, to difſwade 
. the calling, or perſwade the diſſolution of Parliaments ; ro coun- 
tenance Arminians, or connive at Papiſts : and cat! it be now com- 
mendable to contrive the ſubverſion of the whole Laws and Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom all at once ; and jinſtead of a few er- 
.rours to allow , (as we fear ſome amongſt you indeavour, ) a to- 
. tall impunity, and univerſall Toleration of all Religions > Be noe 
. deceived, God # not mocked : He knows how frequently you con- 
demn that as a great crime in others , which you would have ac- 
. counted a vertue in your ſelves ; But God who is no reſpeter of 


Perſons alloweth no ſuch rule. Thoſe who knowing the judgement Rom.,zw 


of God,that they which commit ſuch things are Worthy of death, 
not onely do the ſame things, but have pleaſure in, (a conſent 
with) them that do them,in judging another condemn th:mſelves, 
And thinkeſt thou this, O man, that judgeſt them which do ſuch 


_ things, and doeſt the ſame, that tho ſhalt eſcape. the | 5, ay Rom, 3.1.3 


#& accord- 


p _of | od ? No ſurely, we are ſure the Judgement of Ga 


-3ng to trath, againſt them which commit ſuch things, Who will Ver6.it, 


, render to every man according to bus deeds; For there us no reſpeft 


; of perſons with God. 


We deſire that you would not be too confident onformer Suc=- 
IS q B 2 l ceſſes 
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ceſſes. If God have made you proſper while you were in His viay, 
this can be no warrant for you to walk in wayes of your own, and 
promiſe your ſelves Succefle therein; Nay,if through Gods permiſ- 
fion ( for reaſons beſt: known to himſelf ) you have had -or myy 
have Succelle in an evil way,yet is it no juſtification thereof,nor in- 
couragement to proceed therein. Yea, you know, that it is one 
| of the greateſt Judgements , when God ſuffers men to proſper in 
J Rcdef.8.14 finfull courſes. Wiſe Solomon tels us from” his own experience, 
"* "+ that there be ſomtimes jaſt men to Whom it bappeneth according 
to the Work of the wicked ; again , There be wicked men to whons 
it happeneth according to the Work of the righteous : There us 4 
KcdeC7.15. j#ſt man that periſheth in his righteouſneſſe, and there 4 wicked 
Kccleſi8.11+ man thats prelongeth his life tn his wickedneſſe : But , becanſe 
ſentence againſt an evil work, ts not executed ſpeedily , ſhall 
therefore the heart of the ſonnes of men be fully ſet in them to 

do evil ? God forbid. 

And therfore the Providence of God ( which is ſo often plead- 
ed in juſtification of your wayes ) is no fafe rule to walk by, 
eſpecially in-ſuch aAts as the Word of God condems. God doth 
not approve the praiſe of whatſoever his Providence doth per- 
'mit. When David, in the cave, had an opportunity to deſtroy 

axl, ( who was then in aftuall purſuance of him for his life, ) 

Davids men make uſe of ſuch an Argument from Providence, 

« Sam. 24, 4, Behold, ſay they , the day of which the Lord ſaid unto thee, Be- 
6,7, 13+" hold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand that thou may- . . 
eſt do to him as it ſhall ſeem good unto thee , but David neither 

durſt himſelf, nor would permit his men to make uſe thereof ; bur 

faith, The Lord forbid that I ſhould do this thing unto my Ma- 

fler the Lords Annointed, to ftretch forth my hand againſt him, 

Again , when David found Sas ſleeping in his Trench, behold a 

Providence ( might eAb:/o4i have faid ) God , faith he, hath de- 

1 Sam. 26: /jvered thine enemy into thine hand 1bis day , now therefore lev 

5 me [mite him,&c.Nofaith David, Deftroy him not for Who can 
| ſtretch forth hu hand againſt the Lords Anointed and be guilt- 

. Jeſs? Bur if, to follow Providence, had bin a ſufficient warrant;Da- 
vid ſhould have taken another courſe. In ſumme, if this be a 
good warrant , nothing can be a fin, for nothing can come to 


paſſe ar ll, unkſſe the permiſſive Providence of God adhed an 
| Wo - | . Nos 
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-: Noris ir fafe to be guided by Impulſes 6f Spi * i bak 
wrixten Word. For by this means the temprations of Sarari, ind 


ity can 


eaſe, becauſe, we fear, the ends you aim at, are no more juſtihable 


-chen the means you uſe ; and the neceſſity pleaded is cither meerly 
pretended, or at leaſt contracted by Jour own miſcarriages. 


ona Neceſfiry : Yer, we ſuppoſe your ſelves will grant, That this 


| needs be, ir being diſcerned 'oncly by your ſelves and your own 


mpeefſions on your heares , -without or againſt the tale of Gods 


the motions of Gods ſpirit will be put m equall baltance. 'And 
we deſire you likewiſe to conſider, whether any Hiſtory, ſacred or 
profane, recordeth any example of an impulſe of ſpirit falling upon 
Mulcitudes of Perſons at the fame time, putting them all at once 
performances contrary to morrall Precepts ; as alſo, whe- 
ther fuch Perſons who are acted by an impulſe of ſpirit, ean Com- 
mand others who want it, (nay, who do not ſo much as pretend 
to have it ) todo thatunto , which themſelves: pretend to be ſ@ 
incited > We know that it is the duty of Chriſtians , to try ſuch 
inſtigations by the Word of God , and examine how well they 
thereunto, that they may accordingly judge, whether it be 
« an of God, or the voice of Satan, and of their own corrupt 
hearts, thar promptcth them. To the Law and ro the Teſtimony, | 
Y they ſpeaknot according to tha Word, it is becauſe there is no Ih.28. 20. 
5ght in them. The Apoſtle Peter direRts the Jews to whom he 
wrote, to-adhere to the word written, as to 4 more ſure Word of 
Propheſie. By the ſame Rule, whereb4 we muſt try the ſpirits, 
we mult alſo-try the impulſes of ſpirit , otherwiſe we do exceed- 
nely ſtrengthen the divits hands apainlt our own ſouls, and tempt 
him to tempt us. 
If beyond all this you plead Neceſſity of doing thus, leaſt whar 
you pretend as a glorious work , might elſe miſcarry , and there- 
fore venture on theſe wayes , which are by your ſelves confeſſed 
ro be wh ae not juſtifiable ; We anſwer , that no neceſ- 
ige a man to-ſinne ; bow. ſtands "3 er need of + yer 
to carry on his own work. Wl eak*wickedly for Go : 
ralk deceitfully for him > ſaith wt 17 15-9 
And yet dhis Pfea of neceſlity is of the leffe weight in your 


3 Per, 1.19 


Bur if at any time a Precept of God may be diſpenſed with ug- 


2 
neceſſity mutt be Abſolute, Preſent,and Clear ; not Doubrful,, Un- 
in,and Conjecaral,as that which is _— in your caſe-muſt 


parry, 


"ICICI Res Rt 
party. Tt is moſt apparent to us , that there was of late no nece[- 
fity at all oftheſe your irregular praQtices ; the Parliament bei 
( till forced by you ) ful and free, ating what was Covenan 
or, and (if we miſtake not ) what was agreed upon long before 
by the Parliaments of both Kingdoms. Beſides, you have engaged 
your ſelves by an Oath to preſerve his Majeſties perſon, and the 
Priviledges of Parliament ; and this is moſt clear, That no Ne- 
cellity can juſtific Perjury , or diſpence with lawful Oaths ; That 
dreadful flying Roll being ready to ſeiſe upon him that ſWeareth 
Zech.g.4. falſly by the Name of God. An example of which ſevere judge- 
ment from God, for the violation of an Oath, you haue in Sax/, 
who though he did out of a pood intention, 5» his zeal to the 
children of Iſrael, {lay the Gibeonites ( a people formerly ac- 
curſed , and who had fallaciouſly procured a Covenant from fo- 
2 Sam, 21. ſp#a above two hundred years before ) yet for Saws breaking of 
1,246 + that Covenant, was the whole Kingdom of Iſracl , and his poſte- 
rity in particular,moſt ſeverely puniſhed by God. 
We do therefore upon the whole matter , ſeriouſly befeech 
you,as in the ſight of God, to recede from theſe evil wayes, and 
| contain your ſelves within your own bounds , to learn Fohn B ap- 
Luke 3.14 ti/*s Leſſon for Soldiers, Do violence to no man ( or, put no man 
£_- in fear) neither accuſe any man  falſy , and be content with your 
Numb.zz- wages, But if you perſiſt in theſe wayes , behold, you have 7 na 
ug againſt the Lord, andbe ſure your fin will finde you ont ; and 
take heed , leſt , when the hand of God ſhall overtake you, and 
turn the wheel upon you, you be found to ſuffer both 4s evil 
deers, and 4s buſie-bodies in other mens matters. 

And when you ſhall thus return to your duty ; as we ſhall 
have cauſe to bleſſe God for it, ſo we ſhall not need to fear thoſe 
threatnings which ſome of us have received ( we ſay not from 
Me. Peters, YOu ſelves, yer. )from Meſſengers dire&ted ( as they informed us) 

r, Febers, . A 
he immediately from your ſelves, to ſome of us, That if we perſiſt to 
ſtir up the people ro Seaition ( for ſo it ſeems our bewailing your 
ſins before the Lord , is interpreted ) aud Soldiers do' us @ miſe 
chief,we may thank, our ſelves, That if oy felled another 
War, you will give quarter to none that ſtands againſt you,, 
That you Will ſpare neither man, Woman, nor childe, Engliſh or 
Sranger. But if theſe our Exhortations prevail not, we have 
diſcharged our duty , and, we hope,delivered our own ſouls'; and 


I Pet. qt 5, 


-. 


: TY | | , 
if it be our. portion to ſuffer, we truſt we ſhall /offer 4 C briftians, Ezck. ; 3-9. 
and for well-doing , and that ſucb'ſufferings fhallbe acceptable by = 4-16 
With God ; in Whoſe ſight the death of bus Saints us precious ; Who |», * vu 
when he maketh inqui/ition for blood , forget teth not the cr 'y of Pſal.r16.15. 
the humble ; and inch ſome of us were 9 by one o of Meſ- = __w 
ſengers ſent'from you , That sf We pat our ſelves upon ſuffering, Mr. Zaters. 
we hall have ſafferin; —_ oull know, That the God wh — ; 
We ſerve i: able to deliver ws : To whom , in the diſcharge of our | 
duty, We commit the keeping our ſouls, as to a faithfull ( reator, 
And thus out of a zeal ro Gods glory , a care to diſcharge our 
duties, and an hearty deſire after the comfort and falvation of 
your ſouls, we have freely and faithfully declared our judgements 
concerning your late and preſent proceedings. If the Lord pleaſe 
to make it eft:ual for your Reformation, we and all the Charch- 
es of Chriſt ſhall have cauſe to bleſſe God for you ; but if for our 
ſins, and the fins of the Land , the Lord make you inſtruments of 
miſery and confuſion ( which your preſent aftings do certainly 
tend to) we will ſay with £15 , It # the Lord, let him do what 
ſeemeth him good. Bur ve hope better things of you,and ſubſcribe 


our ſelves, 
Fan, 17. 1649- Tour ſervants in the Lord, 
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George Walker, Paſtor of John Evangeliſt. | 
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" | * Charles Ofsprinz, Paſtor of Antholines. 
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4X 


1 $am,3.18 


Nicholas Profet, Miniſter ofthe Word ar Foſters. 
Thomas Caſe,Miniſter of Maudlin(Milkſtreer. 
| - StanlyGower, Min. of the Goſpel ar Martins Ludgate. 
- + Andrew Janeway,of Alhallows on the Wall. 
Samwel Clark, Miniſter of Bennet Fynk. 
* ThomaiClanden, Paſtor of Alhallows Barking, 
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Thomas Cawton, Paſter of Bartholomew Exchange: oY 
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"John Fuller, Maaiterob ob Mobo 19009, OS, |: 
Francu Roberts, Paſtor of Auſtins. -- - =: 8'5 0 


Wikian lenkin, Paſtorof Chriſt-Church.. .:- . \. 
Eldidad Blackwell, Paſtor of Alhallows Vaderſlule; * 
' William Harrifon, Miniſter of Grate-Church.. | 
, John Sheffield, Miniſter of Swithins. Fu; 
- Matthew Haviland,Miniſter of Trinity Pariſh. . - - 


George Smalewood, Paſtor of Mitdreds Poultrey. 
/ William Taylor, Paſtor of Stephens Colemanſtreet. 
| Chriftopher Love, Paſtor of Anne Alderſgate. = 
_ Mercer, Miniſter of Brides, 4 
—_ Robinſon, Paſtor of Mary Woolnoth, | 
liam Blackmore, Paſtor of Peters Cornhill.: 
Francis Peck , Paſtor of Nicholas Acons.-:- ©: 
Stephen watkins , Miniſter of the : Golpe "8 Sariors 
Southwark. 
william Wickins, Paſtor of Andrew Hubbard, 
Tohn wall, Miniſter of Martins Iron- monger-lane.. 
j + Thomger Manon, Miniſter of obs PreFgnnh *1 
+7 _ -;: Tho: Cong, Miniſter of Sepulchres, - wo” + x 
ears os FF aiſon, Paſtor of. Stevens Walbrook,. YE. 
Rl "of el Staniforth,, Miniſter of Mary Botha. - CS * 
ON Tobn Hats , Preacher at Alhallows on the Wall . \ .. 
Tp John Glaſſcock, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Andrew Un»: 
derſhafe. 
Thomas whately, Paſtor of Mary Woolchurch.  .. 
Tacob Tice, Paſtor of Buttolph Billingſgae. v1.3.4 
Tonathan Lloyd, Paſtor of James Garlickhith, BR ; 
John Morton, Paſtor of Newington- Bursz  / 
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| | Arthur Barham, Paſtor of Helens, ANGLES” > 
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